Wednesday, April 15, 2020 


Craft Cocktail Tour 
offers online recipes 
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‘It’s going to be different 


DeWine offers glimpse 
of life in Ohio whenever 
state is back in business 


Randy Ludlow 
The Columbus Dispatch 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


Gov. Mike DeWine welcomed a pla- 
teau in the number of new coronavirus 
cases on Tuesday while dropping hints 
— but not a date — on what awaits 
Ohioans when the state reopens for 


business once the pandemic subsides. 
Ohioans will face a very different way 
of going about their everyday business, 
the governor cautioned as the state re- 
ported 305 additional virus cases and 
50 more COVID-19 deaths on Tuesday. 
DeWine did not venture a date when 
the stay-at-home and school-closure 
orders will be allowed to expire, liber- 
ating Ohioans. Both orders continue 
through May 1 but could be extended. 
With the arrival of a coronavirus 
vaccine estimated at up to a year away, 
virus precautions will remain in place 


even as Ohioans return to work and res- 
taurants and retail stores are allowed to 
reopen, he said. 

Calls from some Republican lawmak- 
ers and others for DeWine to reopen 
“nonessential” businesses in areas hit 
less by the virus are surfacing, but DeW- 
ine said his decisions will be grounded 
in not reigniting the pandemic. 

DeWine said when Ohio begins to 
get back to normal, “It’s going to be dif- 
ferent,” with virus precautions still re- 
quired at businesses, schools, universi- 
ties and colleges. People will be asked to 


continue to wear masks, practice social 
distancing and take other precautions. 

The state must “be careful” in re- 
opening Ohio, the governor said. “I owe 
the people the truth. It will not be like it 
was until we have a vaccine. 

“Until there is a vaccine, this monster 
is going to be lurking around us,” DeW- 
ine said. “It’s not going away ... when 
we open things back up, people are go- 
ing to have to be exceedingly careful.” 

He said Ohioans need to be thinking 


See VIRUS, Page A4 


QUITE A SCENE 


Wendy Hills of Columbus takes in the sunset Monday evening at Scioto Audubon Park. Hills, who works as a nurse at Ohio 
State University, said she had heard on the news that the sunset was going to be good, so she decided to check it out. 


[ERIC ALBRECHT/DISPATCH] 


‘Hospital awaits at Convention Center 


Cole Behrens 
The Columbus Dispatch 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


Six weeks after the Arnold Sports 
Festival was all but canceled at the 
Greater Columbus Convention Center, 
the site is now home to a new 1,100- 
bed “hospital” for coronavirus patients 
as Ohio prepares for a potential surge 
in cases over the coming weeks. 

“We hope we never have to use 
these,” Gov. Mike DeWine said dur- 
ing his daily news briefing Tuesday 
afternoon. 

Similar preparations for the possible 
surge of patients are being made at the 
Duke Energy Convention Center in Cin- 
cinnati and at a Case Western Reserve 
University facility near the Cleveland 
Clinic. Backup spaces are standing by 
in Dayton, Toledo and Youngstown. 

Columbus Mayor Andrew J. Ginther 
reflected on the decision — controver- 
sial at the time — to vastly scale back 
the Arnold, noting, “The governor and 
I are very lucky to have public health 
experts informing the very tough deci- 
sions we had to make.” 

The Ohio National Guard, in con- 


The Greater Columbus Convention Center is being transformed into an 1,100- 
bed hospital for less-serious coronavirus cases. [CITY OF COLUMBUS] 


junction with the Mount Carmel 
Health System, Ohio State University’s 
Wexner Medical Center and the Ohio- 
Health system, began building the con- 
vention center facility late last week, 
including the beds and white partitions 
that make up patient spaces. 


Mount Carmel is to operate 300 beds 
in the space, and Wexner and Ohio- 
Health will each manage 400 beds, 
said Jeff Klingler, president and CEO of 
the Central Ohio Hospital Council. 


See HOSPITAL, Page A4 


Governors, 
president 
both weigh 
reopening 


Eric Tucker, Lori Hinnant 
and Frank Jordans 
ASSOCIATED PRESS 


WASHINGTON — Setting the stage 
for a possible power struggle with 
President Donald Trump, governors 
around the U.S. began collaborating on 
plans Tuesday to reopen their econo- 
mies in what is likely to be a drawn- 
out, step-by-step process to prevent 
the coronavirus from rebounding. 

In Italy, Spain and other places 
around Europe where infections and 
deaths have begun stabilizing, the 
process is already underway, with 
certain businesses and industries al- 
lowed to start back up in a calibrated 
effort by politicians to balance public 
health against their countries’ eco- 
nomic well-being. 


See REOPENING, Page A6 


Crime rates 
a mixed bag 
since lockdown 


Bethany Bruner 
The Columbus Dispatch 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


As the government-imposed shut- 
down amid the coronavirus crisis 
brings central Ohio’s economy to a 
crawl, crime rates — for most offenses 
— have either dropped or been flat, a 
Dispatch review of statistics provided 
by law enforcement finds. 

But some crimes, including busi- 
ness break-ins and domestic violence, 
are on the rise. 

For violent crimes such as homi- 
cides, the numbers have stayed steady 
since Gov. Mike DeWine began an- 
nouncing aggressive closures in an ef- 
fort to slow the spread of the coronavi- 
rus in early March. 

Between March 1 and Monday, there 
were 10 homicides in Columbus — in- 
cluding three between March 26 and 
Monday, during the time the state’s 
stay-at-home order has been in place. 

In 2019, there were 11 homicides be- 
tween March 1 and April 13, including 
four between March 26 and April 13. 


See CRIME, Page A7 


Front Step Project 


Family portraits on porch fuel 
charitable effort, B1. 


Manager in waiting 


Reynoldsburg’s Mike Matheny 
grapples with MLB pause, C1. 


Weather 


High 49 | Low 28 
Forecast, B14 
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